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Abstract: English has created a very unique position for itself in India; it has 
become a symbol of unity and hope for a better future for millions of people in 
this country. There are huge differences that exist in this country over almost 
everything. Very few things in this country has managed unanimous consensus, 
and probably one among them is the role of English in our schools as nation 
builder. Unlike many third world countries where English is regarded as the curse 
of British Imperial legacy, In India it is a language of enlightenment and 
emancipation for all sections of our society. The potential of English as the 
language of future was very early realized by our national leaders much before 
the independence, therefore immediately after the nation became independent, the 
CABE (Central Advisory Board of Education)  suggested the Three Language 
Formula, making sure that English remains an inalienable part of our education 
system as a second language. The present paper attempts to look in to the 
problems of English teaching in India and the corrective measures and strategies 
required to improve it.       
Keywords: Planning of teaching; Planning of English Teaching; 
English Teaching in India. 
Introduction                
                                                      
The foundation stone for the expansion of 
English at global stage was laid down in 
the beginning of the seventeenth century 
when British Empire started expanding 
itself around the globe. As a result, English 
also began to expand its influence and hold 
on distant lands and territories. It was used 
by the colonizers as an instrument to 
augment and strengthen their influence on 
the colonies. In India, English was 
formally introduced by the British Indian 
Government in the aftermath of the 
famous minutes of Lord Macaulay, to 
create a new class of people who could 
help in the smooth functioning of the 
administration and work as a shield during 
trying circumstances. Elucidating the 
objectives of introducing English in India 
Lord Macaulay remarks, “It is possible 
through English education to bring about a 
class of persons, Indian in blood and color, 
but English in tastes, in opinions, in 
morals and intellect”. (Pathak 90)  
 Even though English was 
introduced in India with a very narrow 
objective, still it proved to be a boon for 
the native learners, a kind of blessing in 
disguise. English, being a library language, 
gave Indians immense opportunities to 
know about the world and to develop 
scientific thought and temper necessary for 
building a modern society. Indians 
gradually began to understand the 
immense potentialities of English for them 
and made conscious efforts to master the 
language. As it is said that: 
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Throughout India, there is an extraordinary 
belief, among almost all castes and 
 classes, in both rural and urban 
areas, in the transformative power of 
English.  English is seen not just as a 
useful skill, but as a symbol of a better life, 
a pathway out of poverty and oppression. 
Aspiration of such magnitude is a heavy 
burden for  any language, and for those 
who have responsibility for teaching it, to 
bear. The  challenges of providing 
universal access to English are significant, 
and many are  bound to feel frustrated at 
the speed of progress. But we cannot 
ignore the way  that the English 
language has emerged as a powerful agent 
for change in India. (Graddol 120) 
 India is home to thousands of 
languages, thanks to its vast cultural and 
geographical diversity. There are twenty-
two languages which are officially 
recognized in the constitution of India. 
Apart from these languages, there are other 
prominent languages as well, which 
though, do not figure in the official record 
books but are widely and extensively used 
in the day to day life in various corners of 
our country. In most parts of India English 
is taught as a foreign language in our 
schools. B W Somatkar observes:  
In most of the schools in India English is 
studied as a second language. 
 Somewhere English is considered 
as foreign language. English held the 
topmost position in India during British 
rule. Even after independence its 
importance still  continues to be 
more or less same. It is the medium of 
instruction in most of the  universities 
in India. English is considered as the 
Lingua-Franca or vehicular  language…In 
India its teaching and learning in schools is 
inspired by one aim – the utilitarian aim. 
This aim can be achieved by acquiring 
practical command over English. A 
teacher should be a good planner and he 
should use innovative techniques and 
methods for teaching. ( Somatkar 03) 
Challenges of English Teaching in India 
 Before moving forward let us first 
enumerate the problems in English 
language teaching in India. English is 
taught as second language in our schools. 
There is a great enthusiasm among the 
people for learning English as it is 
considered as the ticket for highly paid 
white collar jobs and influential positions 
in society, yet we have failed to provide 
quality English education to all our 
children. The National Knowledge 
Commission realizing the fallacy very 
aptly remarks,  
   There is an irony in the situation. English 
has been part of our education system 
 for more than a century. Yet 
English is beyond the reach of most of our 
young  people, which make for highly 
unequal access. Indeed, even now, barely 
more  than one percent of our people use 
it as a second language, let alone a first 
 language…But NKC believes that 
the time has come for us to teach our 
people,  ordinary people, English as 
language in schools. Every action in this 
sphere would help us build an inclusive 
society and transform India into a 
knowledge society. (GOI: 2007)     
 But the biggest challenge for our 
planners or strategists in English language 
teaching is how to bridge the gap between 
the English teaching landscape of rural and 
urban areas. The standards of English 
teaching and learning in urban pockets are 
fairly satisfactory but in the rural India, 
English teaching is in gravely pathetic 
condition. R Meghnathan remarks, „While 
the demand increases on the one hand, the 
quality of English language education in 
our state run schools, more particularly in 
rural schools, presents an abysmal picture. 
The divide between urban and rural is 
further exacerbated by the increasing 
tendency to use English as medium of 
instruction.(37) 
Aims and objectives of teaching English 
in India 
 Due to these problems, it becomes 
imperative that we must create a teaching 
plan which is useful, effective and can 
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bring paradigm shift in English teaching 
and learning scenario of our country, 
especially in the rural India. The first 
logical step in this direction would be to 
properly mark the aims and objectives of 
teaching. This includes: 
1 To enable the student to speak English 
correctly. 
2 To enable the student to listen English 
with proper understanding. 
3 To enable the student to read with ease. 
4 To enable the student to write English 
correctly and meaningfully. 
5 To enable the students to express 
themselves creatively and imaginatively. 
Psychology of Learning a Second 
Language 
 Learning a foreign language is an 
arduous task. Learning is a psychology and 
the teacher needs to be properly aware 
about it so that he can effectively 
disseminate the knowledge and motivate 
his students for learning. Following points 
could be helpful in learning a foreign 
language: 
1Language is learnt only through practice; 
the more the learner is exposed to the use 
of language, the better chance of learning 
it.  
2 Producing the correct linguistic response 
to a stimulus require efforts. If the learner 
is not called upon to make this effort, there 
is no learning. 
3 Producing correct response also require 
attention. 
4 The spoken language comes earlier than 
the written and the passive experience of 
the language is necessary before any 
productive use can began. 
5 Learning takes place fast if a correct 
response is given to the students. The 
learner must know at once if his effort is 
right or wrong. 
Methods of Teaching English 
 In a multi lingual country like ours, 
second language learning poses a lot of 
hardship because the child has already 
acquired his mother tongue and can 
fluently converse in his native language. 
To successfully switch over from mother 
tongue to alien language and master it 
requires rigorous practice and appropriate 
method of learning. There are many 
methods available for learning but none of 
them has a universal impact so that it can 
be applied across the board, therefore a 
very judicious selection of method is 
required which can suit to the needs of the 
local students and can make them 
proficient in English language. Few of the 
methods are as under: 
1 The Grammar cum Translation Method   
It is the oldest method of teaching English; 
it is also known as classical method. It 
dominated the learning of English in 
Europe during the late nineteenth and 
earlier half of twentieth century. With a 
few modifications it is still used in many 
parts of the world. In this method a child 
studies the speech and syntax in detail. 
The sentences in English are compared 
and contrasted side by side. It was once 
considered to be a very useful method but 
is now considered to be obsolete. 
2 Direct Method 
As the name itself suggests, this method 
operates on the assumption that the child 
will learn the second language directly as 
he learns his mother tongue, given the 
conducive atmosphere of learning. It is 
also known as Natural method because 
second language is learnt naturally or 
directly like mother tongue or first 
language. This method came as reaction to 
the Grammar Cum Translation method. In 
this method a natural environment is 
created for second language learning as is 
provided in the learning of first language 
or mother tongue. This method was quite 
successful in the private language school, 
but it lead to distortion of the similarities 
between natural learning of the first 
language and the acquisition of the second 
language in the classroom. 
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3 Bilingual Method 
In a big and relatively resource deprived 
country likes ours, foreign language 
teaching and learning is an uphill task, 
especially in the light of the fact that we 
are planning to implement it universally 
across all our schools in the country, 
because it requires big funds, equipments, 
modern language labs, competent and well 
trained teachers and a well thought out 
planning for time bound results. The 
answer to the question lies in the use of 
mother tongue for learning of second 
language. The Bilingual method was 
brought into fore by C J Dodson. This 
method is known as Bilingual method 
because proper use of mother tongue is 
allowed. In this method two languages, 
that is the mother tongue and the second 
language is used simultaneously. The use 
of mother tongue is restricted; it is only 
used to explain the difficult words. Mother 
tongue equivalent of English words are 
given to the students and the use of mother 
tongue is gradually decreased as the 
student records progress in the language 
learning. 
4 Reading Method 
Dr Michael Waste, who was a very noble 
man and director of education at Dacca in 
undivided India, is known as the father of 
this method. It came as a reaction to the 
Direct or Natural method of teaching 
because direct method failed to deliver 
desired results for Indian students. As the 
name itself suggests the method gives a lot 
of stress on both reading aloud as well as 
silent, which they believe is essential for 
the learning of the second language.  
5 Situation Method 
The Situation method is based on the 
theory of behaviorist‟s school of 
psychology. In this method speech is 
regarded as the foundation of the language 
and the speaking ability is developed by 
using different structures. In this method 
there is a direct bond between speech and 
expression. Different structures are 
presented in meaningful situations and the 
students are supposed to know the 
situations in which different structures are 
used for understanding message or idea. 
Conclusion 
 English teaching and learning has 
attracted a fair bit of controversy over the 
period of time and the kind role English 
should play on the landscape of Education 
policy in our schools. There is no doubt 
that English has brought considerable 
change in our education system and has 
been hugely beneficial for many people in 
this country; but, at the same time, it can 
also not be denied that it has failed to 
reach all of our children. The quality of 
English teaching and learning still remains 
an area of grave concern for our planners, 
especially in the rural and government run 
schools, therefore it is a challenge for all 
of us to devise such methods and 
approaches which are indigenous, 
designed especially, keeping in mind the 
specific need of our students, so that they 
can shape a better tomorrow for 
themselves as well as for the country.   
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